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Looking at the complex geology of the city. At the surface one may see many different rock types/sands/gravels from glacial
activity and deposits through wind and water.

The area that predated London was folded 15 to 20 million years ago into a shallow basin, a syncline made form a layer of
chalk, which was filled with stratified rock. These rocks are surfacing today in the Chiltern Hills (North-West) and the North
Downs (South-East edge of London Area). The chalk of the London Basin is covered by a thick layer of Cenozoic sediments,
predominately London Clay. In some places the clay layer is 150m thick.

Clay is heavy, no good for agriculture but has two very useful char istics that were i to how the city was formula-
ted.

Firstly, clay is easy to be tunnelled and secondly it is used to produce bricks. Large parts of London’s infrastructure run through
networks of tunnels dug into the London clay. Clay was an abundant material resource with large availability.

Both the subterranean and terrestrial settlements were formed from bricks made from London clay. Historically developers were
given portions of the city to produce bricks. Once a job was finished, they had permission to build on site which formed the ver-
nacular of rows and rows of Georgian multi-storey terrace houses.

“The London Stock Brick” is all over the capital.

Chiltern Hills

Whickham Lane Brick Flelds in Plumstedt 1901. The image shows the typical organisation of quarry and construction site sharing the same site and being operated simut-
ramomly same to formulate the local vemacular of brick terraces.
Phetograph - Gbbs A., 1901, Whickhar La . Avaibale at. cam/ (Accessed 21 January 2022)

A sectional view of the tunnels from Wick Lane, near Old
Ford (top), gives a good impression of the bullding tech-
niques employed.
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That clay is good for tunnelling is evident when looking at the tube map. There are only few tunnels
south of the Thames as there are only few clay deposits. The clay was an abundant material resource

with large avallabilty.

London map




